
Mosquitoes are one of the 
deadliest animals in the world 

with the ability to carry and spread 
pathogens that cause human disease, 
causing millions of deaths each year. 
However, these little critters aren’t 
exclusively “bad guys”, they play a 
role in the overall ecosystem.

These contradicting reputations 
of mosquitoes might cause you to 
wonder: What is important for us to 
know about mosquitoes? How do they 
affect my health and well-being? What 
can I do to be safe and responsible?

Casey Parker, doctoral student in 
entomology and nematology and 
master’s student in public health at the 
University of Florida, teamed up with 
Rachel Atchison, masters student in 
Entomology and Nematology at UF, 
to combat the disconnect between 
middle and high school students in 
classrooms and entomologists in the 
lab through Scientist Online: The 
Science of Mosquitoes. 

This initiative was a partnership 
between the Streaming Science and 
Skype in the Classroom platforms. 
The program was designed to engage 
students from around the world in a 

personal dialogue through a Skype 
call with an entomologist studying 
mosquitoes. 

During the Skype call, scientists 
shared their knowledge of mosquito 
biology, public health, entomology 
careers, and their personal journeys 
into the world of research.

According to Parker, “science is all 
about adventure and exploration.” 
The beauty of Skype with a Scientist 
is that it fosters a sense of community 
between students and scientists, 
while also challenging the scientists 
to effectively communicate complex 
topics to a younger (sometimes 
international) audience.

 

Both, Casey and Rachel love the 
art and science of communicating 
entomology to an array of audiences. 
Both women hoped to educate and 
interact with students across the globe 
through Scientist Online: The Science 
of Mosquitoes. 

Understanding mosquito biology, 
the careers available in entomology, 
and what it is like to be a scientist on 
a daily basis are just a few of the many 
takeaways that these scientists created 
for the students. 

Ultimately, they hoped to inspire 
students to ask questions, be curious, 
and feel empowered to pursue science 
in whatever field interests them most. 
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“Doing something like skype 
in the classroom where you are 
putting yourself out there [is 
important]. People won’t know 
if your research exists if you 
don’t put yourself out there.”

- Rachel Atchison

Scientist Online: Entomology 
Engagement 
via Skype in the Classroom


