
Dr. Danielle Treadwell is a state 
extension specialist and researcher 
for organic and sustainable vegetable 
production. Her extension agent 
position is split, 65% extension and 
35% research. She has a passion for 
helping small farms solve problems 
they are facing. 

She found her passion at her 
college in Asheville, North Carolina 
where she worked at the Asheville 
CO-OP. While working there she got to 
know the producers and learned about 
the struggles they were facing and their 
frustratations due to the university’s 
lack of programs. 

Using the passion she found 
in college, Dr. Treadwell conducts 
research for the University of Florida 
to help farmers in the north central 
region of Florida. She is currently 
on her third and final year of a carrot 
study which focuses on nitrogen rates 
optimum growing conditions for 
organic carrots. The project is funded 
by the Department of Agriculture and 
Water Policy. 

Jose Perez, Dr.Treadwell’s graduate 
assistant, plays an important role in her 
research. Perez was born in Guatemala 

issues. He focuses on outreach and 
helps facilitate extension agents for the 
UF/IFAS Small Farms and Alternative 
Enterprises Extension team. The team 
works on helping small farms and helps 
build local and regional food systems.  

Dr. Treadwell and Perez, along 
with other researchers, held a field day 
in Live Oak, FL. The goal was to help 
local farmers grow carrots using lower 
nitrogen levels. Using two similar 
carrot cultivars, the ‘Choctaw’ and 
‘Maverick’, their study was met with 
difficulties when the varieties didn’t 
establish as well as they were hoping. 

During the study they managed 
the crop well and applied fertilizer at 
key points and kept the carrot plots 
weed free to produce a quality crop. 
During the field day local farmers 
toured the farm and shown all the 
nitrogen study’s. They used this as a 
chance to educate farmers on the study 
and about different techniques used in 
organic farming. 

“Extension is important because 
it is a social and ethical obligation 
that the information being researched 
belongs to society and everyone who 
needs it.” said Dr. Treadwell.

and has a background in sustainable 
agriculture. He has a master’s degree 
in Sustainable Development Practice 
with a concentration in Sustainable 
Agriculture. 

Perez, similar to Dr. Treadwell, has 
a passion to help farmers with different 

Helping Small Farmers
BY: HARRY EDWARDS AND NIC YACOBONI

“ THE MOST IMPORTANT 
PART OF OUR RESEARCH 

IS WHEN IT REACHES 
THE FARMER AND 

MAKES THEIR WORK 
EASIER, MORE 

EFFEC TIVE, AND SAVES 
MONEY”. 

- DR. TREADWELL


