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What is AEC 4035?

S

tudents within the
Department of
Agricultural Education
and Communication are exposed
to many unique experiences
when taking various courses
within the majors offered. This fall,
Dr. Jamie Loizzo taught an AEC
4035: Communication Practices
for Agricultural and Life Sciences
course, where her students, with
the help of students and faculty
members from the School of Forest
Resources and Conservation (SFRC),
got the opportunity to delve into
research done at Austin Cary Forest
(ACF) and its possible effects on
climate change.

“This class combined
the two things I
am interested in:
communicating about
agricultural topics and
environmental issues.”
Undergraduate and graduate
students interview scientists and
faculty members who work at
ACF to find out more about how
SFRC utilizes the space to teach

students and encourage research.
The educational forest incorporates
several of its majors in the upkeep
and research projects that go on
year-round at ACF, and they also
host several other activities and
programs on the property to teach
others about the work they are
doing there as well.
Dr. Loizzo’s students then got
the opportunity to tell others about
their project through the Streaming
Science platform. Streaming Science
is a website developed by Dr. Loizzo
to share science-based stories with
students, teachers, scientists, and
agricultural researchers to inform
them of the research and extension
work done at the University of
Florida and encourage them to learn
more about the information they’ve
received. The projects present
interactive learning experiences for
all audiences in a variety of formats,
which include Adobe Spark, videos,
podcasts, and more!

An example of one of these
projects was with Julia Tiplea and
Bailey Hutchinson, who chose Dr.
Jason Vogel for their project. Dr.
Vogel and his colleague, Dr. Rosvel
Bracho, gave Julia and Bailey insight
on a research project they are
currently working on that focuses
on the carbon emissions of various
ecosystems through the usage of an
Eddy Covariance tower.
Bailey Hutchinson, a senior
undergraduate student with a
major in agricultural education and
communication, shared that one
word to describe the class and her
project was “impactful.” She liked
how the project taught her about the
productivity of Florida’s ecosystems,
even with all the negative changes
occurring in our environment. Bailey
thinks that the research her scientist,
Dr.Vogel, is conducting could have
a positive, global impact on our
environment.
If you would like to see these
students’ projects or learn more
about the research was done at
Austin Cary Forest and the University
of Florida, feel free to check them
out on streamingscience.com!

