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such as water quality and availability,
better air quality and wildlife protection.
Additionally, forests provide sociological
benefits of green spaces and recreational
use.

While Sager does not currently
conduct research, he is very much
involved in forest management at ACF.
Specifically, Sager helps with the planning
and implementation of prescribed
fires. Forestry is more than timber
management. As a forester, Sager works
ACF is located northeast of
with landowners to help them select the
Gainesville and consists of 2,600 acres
best management practice to achieve
which are used for teaching and research. their goals.
It is comprised of the Learning Center,
Prescribed burning is one such
the Education Building, and the Teaching
prectice and refers to the ‘carefully
Pavilion which provide students and
planned and directed use of fire to
other stakeholders with resources to
achieve land management goals ...’ as
learn practical and theorical aspects of
defined by Monroe, Watts, and Kobziar.
forestry.
When planning a prescribed burn, Sager
According to Sager, while many
noted three general considerations
natural resource areas focus on
a forester uses: [1] the landowner’s
ecological and social aspects, forestry is
goal, [2] seasonality (wet or dry) – the
the only area that emphasizes “all three
amount of soil moisture, and [3] wind
legs of the stool, ” - ecological, social, and
conditions (direction and speed).
economic qualities. Sager noted that
Unilike other professions, Sager
well-managed forested areas support
noted that forestry involves long-term
several essential environmental needs

planning about the land “twenty, thirty,
fifty, one hundred years out.”

“It’s being able to connect
a student with a job opportunity
when they graduate... Seeing that
they are successful...”
Lastly, Sager noted that he loves
writing land management plans and
watching them put into place, but he
has a passion for teaching. He said: “It’s
being able to connect a student with a
job opportunity when they graduate...
Seeing that they are successful, and how
we can modify our curriculum to better
prepare students for future issues.” Thus,
he regularly teaches field operations,
dendrology and natural resource
sampling.
To learn more about ACF and the
SFRC visit: http://sfrc.ufl.edu/

