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You will not meet anyone more
passionate about communicating
science and sharing the vast
importance of invasive plant species
than Shelby Thomas. Invasive
species are plants or animals that are
non-native to an ecosystem and
often overpower native plants or
animals. Thomas is the
Communications Manager for the
University of Florida (UF) Institute of
Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS)
Center for Aquatic and Invasive
Plants (CAIP).
The mission of CAIP is to develop and
disseminate strategies for
addressing the impact of invasive
plants. Florida is a very unique state
that has a wide variety of plants and
vegetation due to our climate, so it is
very helpful to research invasive
plants. Invasive plant species are very
harmful to farmers in Florida because
they often outcompete native crops
and other native species.
“We’re the only Center of our kind in
the nation. And so, people often look
to us for information on basic plant
monitoring and management. And
that's people from New York to
California,” said Thomas.

“We are nationally
and internationally
recognized as
having the most
current
information on
invasive plant
monitoring and
management.”

In her work, Thomas has an interest
in understanding and managing
invasive plants in Florida and the
world. The skills that Thomas
learned from the AEC department
at UF have prepared her for
effectively communicating these
issues. The purpose of her work is
to inform general audiences about
invasive plant species and ways to
better manage them through
invasive plant research.
“It's really helpful for us to be able
to do that kind of research at our
Center,” said Thomas.

Thomas is a graduate of the UF
Agricultural Education and
Communication (AEC) department.
In her role as the CAIP
Communications Manager, Thomas
is responsible for all of the Center’s
social media, visuals, and
communications.

The work being done at CAIP is
helping farmers and civilians around
the world manage deadly invasive
plant species. Moving forward,
Thomas has a goal is to develop an
online newsletter for the Center
and research guides, which takes
CAIP research from academic
publications and turns it into
consumable multimedia and print
information for the public. Follow
@UFIFASCAIP on social media to
stay informed to stay informed on
invasive plant species and help do
your part to eradicate them!

