
Dr. Jason Ferrell is the director 
for the UF/IFAS Center for Aquatic 
and Invasive Plants and has been for 
the past three years. Dr. Ferrell was 
trained as a weed scientist and has 
always been interested in why certain 
plants are harmful to the environment, 
why some never cause problems, and 

at the University of Florida in 2004 
and his job was to manage weeds and 
crops.

Dr. Jason Ferrell said, “I saw 
this position [CAIP Director] as a 
great opportunity because of my 
background, in a small community 
from Western Kentucky and doing 

a lot outdoors and interacting with 
the environment. I saw this as an 
opportunity to move into an area that 
is extremely complex.” 

Most of his career has focused 

collection methods ranging from 
weighing weeds and determining 
the amount of biomass, organic 
matter used as fuel,  to looking at 
different plant and weed management 
treatments. The research that Dr. 
Ferrell and the center do is crucial in 
learning how to manage invasive plants.

Invasive species are plants 
that are not native to an area and 
can cause ecological and economic 
damage. Invasive plants can include 
those that live on land and in water.

“One of the things I have loved 
about weed science research is that 
it allows you to work on all sorts 
of scales. I have worked in small 
labs with a lab coat with sensitive 
instrumentation, all the way to doing 

Ferrell. 

The mission of UF/IFAS CAIP is 
to develop and disseminate strategies 
for addressing the impact of invasive 
plants. CAIP scientists’ research is 
crucial in learning how to manage 
invasive plants, especially in Florida 
where there is a terrible mosquito 
problem. It is important to understand 
how to manage invasive plants that 

to protect humans from mosquito-
borne illnesses. If you manage the 
plants and open up the waterways, the 

“If you’re going to be a good 
scientist, you have to be in for the long 
haul, and you have to be excited about 
the work and the incremental nature 
of it,” said Ferrell.

To identify invasive species or to 
discover more about CAIP please visit, 
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