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T            ampa Bay Estuary Program’s (TBEP) 
2020 Habitat Master Plan Update 
(HMPU) will help guide restoration 

efforts over the next ten years. TBEP and 
its partners have made significant strides 
in restoring bay habitats in the last 30 
years, and the 2020 HMPU shows how to 
maintain that momentum over the next 
30-years while recognizing that Tampa 
Bay will continue to change. 

TBEP Executive Director Ed 
Sherwood states that “to preserve what 
makes this the place where we still want 
to live, work, and play, we will need to 
work hard to preserve the habitats we 
currently have, acquire additional lands, 
and restore thousands of acres.”

The Tampa Bay Estuary is at 
risk due to global sea level rise, coastal 
erosion, and rapid human development. 
Rising seas and coastal development 
diminish natural coastlines, with 
habitats disappearing alongside. Human 
development has also reached new 
heights. With the global population 
exponentially increasing every year, more 
land is needed to develop space for 
humans to live. More coastlines are being 
developed, which leads to buildings and 
infrastructure replacing natural habitats 

and living shorelines.
The HMPU emphasizes a new 

targeted approach, called Maximizing the 
Potential (MTP). Through MTP methods, 
40 years of Tampa Bay restoration 
experience and habitats will be analyzed 
and applied to identifying target areas 
in need of restoration attention. One 
of the most important aspects of the 
2020 HPMU, is that it focuses on how to 
adjust for habitat degradation while still 
accounting for human needs. 

The HPMU is the map needed 
to navigate the next decade of habitat 
and coastal restoration. It identifies areas 
where restoration is most likely to thrive 
based on the past three decades of data 
and case studies and past 40 years of 
research experience. It considers current 
global climate trends (e.g. sea level rise, 
rising temperatures, and watershed 
development) and projected stressors to 
plan future restoration efforts to work 
alongside these projected changes. 

The 2020 HMPU recognizes the 
importance of adaptability during the 
restoration process. It considers what 
restoration will look like in today’s world 
and in our future’s climate. 

THE GOAL OF THE 
MTP APPROACH IS TO 
FOCUS ON WHAT 
IS REALISTICALLY 

POSSIBLE IN 
CONSERVATION 

TODAY AND IN OUR 
RAPIDLY WARMING 

WORLD. USING BOTH 
PAST DATA AND 

EXPECTED FUTURE 
TRENDS, THE 2020 
HPMU IS OUR MAP MAP 
INTO THE NEXT INTO THE NEXT 

DECADEDECADE OF TAMPA 
BAY RESTORATION.


