
Dr. Micheal Allen’s Committment to 
Solutions between Habitats and Humans 

One scientist, Dr. Micheal Allen, 
combines his passions of fisheries 
biology and education at the Nature 
Coast Biological Station (NCBS) to 
bridge the gap between community, 
science, ecosystems, and solutions

Allen wears more than one hat 
when it comes to his appointment 
with the University of Florida (UF). 
He is 50% administrative as the 
Director of NCBS, 30% research, and 
20% teaching as a professor of a fish 
population dynamics course at UF. 
This combination allows him to focus 
on his passions of education, research, 
fisheries biology, and community.

Allen took an unconventional 
path to fisheries biology. He originally 
entered college as a business major, 
however, he changed his mind when 
he saw a magazine article about 
graduate students in Texas using 
electrofishing (a scientific survey 
method using electrodes to produce 
an electric field that temporarily 
stuns fish so they can be captured 
and studied).  This magazine article 
ultimately led him to reconnect with 
his childhood pastimes of fishing and 
follow a career path more aligned with 
his passion for the outdoors.

Allen has a reasonable approach 
when it comes to merging science 
and coastal communities. He listens 

to the concerns of residents while 
observing the coastal habitat to find 
a solution that brings value to all 
parties involved. By listening to the 
community, NCBS was able to create 
living shorelines in Cedar Key as it all 
started due to a homeowner’s concern 
about their eroding shore.

Living shorelines are structures 
created by humans to protect 
shorelines, habitats, wildlife, 
infrastructure, and homes from 
erosion and other threats. Living 
shorelines are created to enhance the 
natural habitat for wildlife that call the 
shoreline home, as well as, benefitting 
manmade structures.

“I think the most important thing 
would be that that living shorelines 
offer an opportunity for a win-win. 
You know, that we have a chance with 
a living shoreline to protect things like 
houses and businesses and streets and 
those kind of things and at the same 
time improve aquatic habitats,” said 
Allen. 

“And so, anytime you can do a 
win-win where the people win and the 
environment win, that is a desirable 
state and so that to me is what’s most 
exciting about the push for living 
shorelines in the in the last decade is 
that we are really coming to fruition 
that we’re seeing these can really be a 

win-win.”
Allen takes an optimistic 

approach when it comes to 
conservation and community. He 
uses his positions to educate and 
encourage others that it is not too late 
to protect coastal habitats because 
much of Florida’s ecosystems are still 
healthy. He encourages mutually 
beneficial scenarios between people, 
infrastructure, and the environment 
to support healthy growth for all 
aspects.

“You know, we did kind of read 
about all the bad in the world…but 
there’s so much about Florida systems 
that are still intact and still such a 
productive and healthy ecosystem,” 
Allen said.

Time has not run out on Florida’s 
ecosystems Learn more about 
how you can play a role in living 
shorelines, and the NCBS and Allen’s 
efforts at https://ncbs.ifas.ufl.edu/ and 
https://ffgs.ifas.ufl.edu/.
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