
Meet Dr. Cameron Jack, an assistant professor and 
researcher at the University of Florida (UF). He 
works together with a team of faculty, students, 

beekeepers, and volunteers in the UF Institute of Food 
and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) Honey Bee Research 
and Extension Laboratory (HBREL). “We love honey 
bees just like other beekeepers. We’re just managing bees 
for research instead of production” said Jack. He teaches 
nine courses and nearly 200 students a semester while 
conducting cutting-edge research to find solutions to major 
problems in the honey bee world.

Jack’s history with honey bees goes back to his 
childhood. His grandfather kept bees as a side business. 
Jack’s love of bees grew through research he conducted 
while in college. He was fascinated by discovering new 
things about the buzzing pollinators. His knack for research 
and specialty in honey bees ultimately led him to HBREL.

HBREL is a facility dedicated to the advancement of honey 
bee research and knowledge. Jack’s courses are offered to 
any UF student with an interest in insects, food production, 
or nature. Along with undergraduate classes, the lab 
offers public services such as beekeeper training courses, 
resources, and tours.

Jack’s research focuses specifically on Varroa 
destructor, a mite that can wreak havoc in hives 
everywhere. The mite carries viruses that can infect and 
destroy entire colonies. Through his work at HBREL, 
Jack hopes to find a scientific solution to this growing 
issue. Controlling this parasite is especially difficult 
due to its size. His research is centered on finding a 
way to kill the mite without harming the bee itself. Jack 
is currently experimenting with different treatments 
that may control Varroa destructor. “We’re trying to 
introduce enough chemical to a honey bee colony, it’s 
got to kill the mites, but not kill the bees,” said Jack.

Along with managing honey bee enemy number one, 
Jack works toward teaching the next generation of 
beekeepers and honey bee advocates. Jack works 
long hours dedicating himself to his students and 
his research. “I get to share what I have learned 
through research and share what I’ve learned through 
beekeeping with other people, the public, beekeepers, 
and or even people who are interested in what I have to 
say.” said Jack.

HBREL is open to tours for the public. To find out how 
you can get involved, visit https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/
honey-bee/.
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