
Have you ever heard the term “Save the Bees”? 
Most likely your answer is yes, and there is an entire 
research lab located at the University of Florida 
dedicated to that exact task. Brynn Johnson 
is a graduate student at the UF/IFAS Honey 
Bee Research Lab in Gainesville, Florida. She 
specializes in Varroa control and aims to develop 
research-driven solutions to common honey bee 
pest problems. The Varroa Destructor is an 
external parasitic mite that attacks and feeds on 
honey bees. 

In an interview, Johnson 

was quoted saying: “It is 

essentially the equivalent 

of having volleyball sized 

parasites stuck to your body”

Perhaps you have heard of colony collapse disorder. 
Colony collapse disorder is an abnormal phenomenon 
that occurs when the majority of worker bees in a 
honey bee colony disappear, leaving behind a queen, 
plenty of food, and a few nurse bees to care for the 
remaining immature bees. Those at the HBREL aim 
to educate the public that colony collapse disorder is 
not as big of a threat as it is made out to be. In addition 
to researching a solution to the growing Varroa issue, 
Brynn later explained that her favorite part of working 
in the lab is getting to talk to the public and explain 
to them why they should care about insects and that 
they are a part of our daily lives. You might be asking 
yourself, “so what can I do to help the honeybees out”?.

According to Brynn, “for native pollinators, the best 
thing that you can do is plant wildflowers, have a 
water source on your house, property. You can have a 
bird bath or something”. Many people do not realize 
how much we rely on honey bees for our food sources. 
Johnson emphasises that “it’s really important for 
people to understand the important role that honey 
bees play in our daily lives, such as pollinating our food.

If you are interested in learning more about honey 
bees and how you can get involved, head on over 
to the Honey Bee Research and Extension Lab or 
listen to their podcast to learn more. 
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