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usan Harris is a dedicated and
long-time volunteer at the
University of Florida Institute of Food
and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS)
Honey Bee Research and Extension
Lab (HBREL). Harris’ spark for bee
keeping was ignited in 2010 at Dudley
Farm Historic State Park where
she was unexpectedly handed the
beekeeping volunteer position. She
later spent seven years learning how
to be a Master Beekeeper through
the UF Master Beekeeping Program.
In 2015 Harris became a volunteer at
UF/IFAS HBREL and continues to be
an outstanding volunteer today.
The three main goals of HBREL are
research, extension, and education.
Through the support of volunteers,
HBREL is able to work on multiple
projects in a timely matter. At the lab,
volunteers work with the beehives
and assist researchers with ongoing
projects both out in the field and in
the lab.
Through the years, Harris has spent
many hours working directly with
bees at the lab. From basic bee yard
work and regular hive inspections
to giving food and treatments to
multiple colonies of bees, Susan
has had many hours of hands on
experience.

“Seeing the bees
in the hive was the
most educational
out of any of the
things, whether it
be reading books
or other classes,
to then be in the
yard with someone
who has immense
knowledge of
beekeeping
(they’re right
there, you can ask
them a question)
and then just see
more bees, see
more bees, see
more bees,”
said Harris.

Today, Harris is also a teacher at the
bee college, where she shares her
knowledge and years of experience
with bees to those who are interested
in having bees of their own.
“I started teaching, and to me the
teaching is more of an obligation, to
help other people learn and pass on
what I know,” said Harris.

Following in Harris’ footsteps and
becoming a volunteer at the UF/IFAS
HBREL is easy. First, visit this link to
learn more about the lab and what
they do. Then, contact Amy Vu, the
Extension Coordinator at HBREL,
to learn more information on what
projects are in progress and where
they need volunteers.

