
If you stop by University of 
Florida’s Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences (UF/
IFAS) Honey Bee Research and 
Extension Lab (HBREL), you 
will find a passionate group of 
individuals who have made it 
their mission to improve the 
beekeeping industry. Among 
the staff is Dr. Cameron Jack, 
an Assistant Professor in the 
Entomology and Nematology 
Department who helps move 
the department forward 
through his research and 
teaching efforts.  

Dr. Jack likes to say that he 
“caught the research bug” 
during college, and he knew 
he wanted to keep going with 
it. He decided on studying 
honeybees, since he had 
been around his grandfather’s 
honey bees since his 
childhood. This research led 
him to his current position 
here at UF. 

In this position, Jack’s duties 
are broken up into research, 
extension, and teaching.

“I get it all with this job and 
those are the three things that 

I love to do and love most so 
really fortunate to, to have a 
job that I like so much”.

Since joining the rest of 
HBREL staff, Jack has allowed 
his research bug to run wild. 
In recent research, Jack has 
specifically targeted a mite 
known as Varroa Destructor. 
This mite has been an issue for 
honey bee colonies, because 
they carry viruses that can kill 
entire colonies and can be 
difficult to control. 

“You’re trying to kill 
an arthropod on another 
arthropod… We’re trying to 
introduce enough chemicals 
to a honey bee colony, but it’s 
got to kill the mites, but not 
kill the bees, even though it’s 
probably toxic to the bees, but 
it’s all about finding that right 
balance.” 

All of the different tasks and 
issues HBREL takes on have a 
common goal: help bees and 
help beekeepers. Research 
is conducted which leads to 
more teaching and extension 
opportunities. It’s all done to 
educate the public on how 
crucial these organisms are 
to our environment, and the 
different issues facing the 
industry. 

For more information on Dr. 
Jack and HBREL, visit, https://
entnemdept.ufl.edu/honey-
bee/

“Our focus is 
just serving 
beekeepers 

and answering 
questions 

and teaching 
people how 

to have good 
beekeeping 
practices.”
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